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Here is the first of a series of articles 
featuring new law professors in the faculty 
that the Quid Novi will be publishing in the 
coming weeks. The following article 
introduces Professor Marie-Claude Premont 
who teaches Civil Law Property I this year 
and will be teaching Linguistic and Literary 
Approches to the Law next term. 

Elyse Giacomo, BCL I 

McGill n’a pas failli a sa reputation 
d'etre une universite ouverte sur le monde et 
aux gens au bagage des plus divers. Lacuv6e 
95-96 du corps professoral reflate bien cet 
esprit Pamri ce nouvel arrivage: La douce 
d'Orleans. En eflfet, le cru Premont, malgr6 sa 
jeunesse, poss&ie du vecu... 

Impcrtee de Quebec, elle en a fait du 
cherrdn avant d'arriver & Montreal. Apr&s un 



heureux manage avec la faculty de genie 
sherbrookoise et un bref sejour au Western 
University de l'Ontario, elle fut courtisee par 
l'Ouest canadien oii le domaine petrdier s'en 
accapara pendant un an Hie retouma k ses 
origines, le Quebec, ou lUniversite Laval la 
garda h. sa carte. Sa combinaison au droit est 
tres prisee. En eflfet, elle passe comme un 
charme & travers les plats de consistance tels 
que la Licence, la Maitrise et le Doctoral. Et 
ce, sans indigestion! 

Apr£s que les universites 

francophones telles que Sherbrooke, Laval et 
Montreal s'en eurent humectees les levres, 
elle est gout£e par McGill. Tous ceux qui 
font savoure ont maintenant un drole de 
comportement: ils s'interrogent sur la 

mobilite ou l'immobilite de leurs coupes it 
vin... 

Arrivee h bon port, notre douce 



d’Orldans se voue it l'enseignement par choix 
car elle se marie h une vie intellectuelle plus 
riche et plus libre. Mme Premont aimele droit 
et essaie de nous le rendre plus accessible. Sa 
classe est composee essentiellement 
cfetudiants provenant du Cegep et elle fait tout 
en son possible pour ne pas qu’ils se sentent 
marginalises. Selon elle, tous les etudiants 
partent au meme pied et on le meme potentiel 
intellectuel. D'apr&s les echos qu'elle a 
entendue, la fac aurait des efforts h. faire 
egalement £ l'integration des collegiens. 

Lorsque je lui ai demande de me 
dormer un conseil qu'elle donnerait b tous les 
nouveaux Etudiants, elle m’a dit qu'elle 
souhaitaient qu'ils developpent plutot cette 
aptitude: la confiance en soi par rappal au 
droit En temps de memos, meditons sur cette 
reflexion.. 



TOP ITT 

Steven Leitman, BCL II 

Top Ten Halloween Costume Surprises 
in the Legal(*) World: 

10. Steven Scott dressed up as Lucien 
Bouchard. 

9. Chief Justice Antonio Lamer 
ACTUALLY IS Antonio Banderas (Okay, 
so it’s not a costume, but it would be 
surprising...). 

8. Daniel Jutras dressed up as Alison 
Harvison Young. 

7. Claude Loiselle dressed up as Ken 
Dryden. 

6. Professor Foster dressed up as Captain 
Highliner. 



5. Montreal Chief Prosecutor Andre 
Vincent dressed up as Justice Jean-Guy 
Boilard. 

4. Professor A.L.C. DeMestral dressed up 
as a scarecrow (Can't you just picture it?). 
3. Bill 101 dressed up as the Charter. 

2. Justice Clarence Thomas dressed up as 
William Kennedy Smith. 

1. Jacques Parizeau and Jean Chretien 
dressed up together as Siamese twins. 

* Not intended to have any Foundations- 
esque connotations. I apologize to any 
first year students who may have 
screamed in terror, thinking their paper 
won't leave them alone. Apologies as well 
to anyone in upper years who is still 
traumatized by Foundations, including 
myself. 
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Notes from the Office of 
Undergraduate Studies 

Examination Information will 
start to appear in early November. 
Keep an eye on Board No.3 
outside Room 101 for up-to-date 
information on your 
examinations. 

Should you feel in need of an 
Extention for an assignment or 
for a paper, you are required to 
submit your request, in writing, to 
Daniel Jutras, Associate Dean 
(Academic). 

Assignments handed in late, 
without an approved extension, 
are governed by Faculty 
Regulation 27 which reads in 



part: 



Late assignments. In the 
absence of a medical certificate 
or analogous circumstances, any 
required paper or essay 
submitted after its due date shall 
be assessed a penalty of one 
grading unit per day late. 

If you are unable to submit your work to 
the OUS before 5:00 p.m. the Library will 
accept it. They will stamp the time 
submitted and initial it for you. 

Professor Winter has confirmed the 
teaching dates for his Research 
Seminar, Essentials of European Union 
Law, 389-508/9B (03). He will teach 
from 22 January to 8 February inclusive, 
and from 1 1 March to 28 March 



inclusive. The first class will, 
however, be given on Monday, 
8th January from 15:30-17:30 
by Prof, de Mestral, to orient 
students and hand out readings. 

ATTENTION GRADUATES: 

If you are graduating and missed 
the Josten's photo shoot last week, 
you can still have your pictures 
taken. Call Josten's for an 
appointment at 499-9999 and 
they will be happy to take your 
pictures at their Drummond 
Street studio for the same price of 
$29. 

Class Photos are this week, ask 
your class rep for the exact time, 
day and location. This affects 
EVERYONE. 



V 



It’s 10 p.m. Do you know where your country is? 

Well, as you’re reading this, you already know the result of last night’s referendum. Whatever the outcome, 
I hope cool heads will prevail, at least long enough for us to enjoy this Halloween. Isn’t it ironic that 
Halloween falls on the “day after”? Maybe it’s to give politicians on the losing side the chance to escape 
incognito. Whatever the reason, try to enjoy this Halloween and save me some candy! 

\ Emmanuel Castiel, BCL III 
\Editor-in-chief 
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Don McGowan, LLB III 

I ve got two obligations to His Editorship 
this week. The first one is to write about 
Hallowe’en, and the second is to write 
about Law Games. So, suborning artistic 
freedom to the shameless attempt to be 
popular, once again, I cave to His 
Editorship’s every whim... 

The Rant, part 1 - Hallowe’enies 

Why is the Hallowe’en party on a 
Thursday? Because that’s after Coffee 
House? Because the LSA forgot to book a 
room in time? Because you all know that 
my Clinic day is Friday, and you don’t 
want me to go? 

Oh well. It’s just that I think everyone will 
feel kind of stupid walking around in 
costume 5 days before Hallowe’en. But 
then again, I walk around in slippers every 
day in second semester, and I think you’re 
all stupid for wearing shoes, so what does 
that say? 

I think this isn’t what His Editorship 
wanted, but what do you expect? 
Something scary? Come on. I think it 
must be scary enough for you just knowing 
that I’m out there and that I get a column 
every week. There’s no need to horrify you 
by inviting you to think about me naked. 

The Rant, part 2 - Why I hate 
Law Games 

In fairness to the LSA, I didn’t write this 
column last week, so they could soak all 
you poor sots who don’t know better into 
going to Law Games. Have fun, if that’s 
possible. But me, I’ll be here. 

Maybe it’s just me. I can certainly see the 
appeal of spending S300 to sit around and 
drink with the same people you sit around 
and drink with every week at Coffee 
House for free. Because don’t kid yourself: 
you’re noL going to meet new people and 
spend Law Games with them. After all, if 
they’re so unpopular at their own schools 
that they came to Law Games to make 
friends somewhere else, there’s probably a 
good reason they’re that unpopular. 



But I may be a little biased. I went to Law 
Games in my first year, at Osgoode. 
When George blew the instrument 
formerly known as a McGistle, Ben Ho 
melted it. Then Ben decided he would 
hogtie George naked in the elevator and 
hang a dead fish from his neck, with a 
sign telling people not to mess with Ben 
Ho. 

I’ve never been back. Neither has 
George. Nor Troy, though that’s 
extraneous to my story. Of course, Ben 
never actually did this, but that doesn’t 
mean he doesn’t want you to think that 
he did. 

I know what’s coming: “Are you too 
much of a geek to skip class for a 
weekend?” And I respond: Are you so 
much the geek that you need an excuse to 
skip class? I’ll skip class for no reason, or 
a really bad one. I don’t need to spend 
$300 to have an excuse. I know I’ll be 
missing out on a wonderful experience. 
Yeah, right. I’ll do my best to replicate it 
by standing in front of the freezer all 
weekend listening to Daniel Lavoie. But 
from what I’ve heard about Quebec City 
in January, that might not be cold 
enough. 

Now, the good stuff 

I know you don’t read this to hear what I 
think. You want me to save you money. 
Well, here goes... 

90210 

This is getting so bad even I can’t watch 
it any more. I can recite the dialogue 
before they even say it. The women have 
stopped wearing underwear outside their 
clothes and started wearing underwear as 
their clothes. Why did they move it off 
Fridays, when I could at least get drunk 
and sleep that off? Now I’ve got to deal 
with a week-long hangover, or watch it 
sober! 

Never Talk to Strangers 



AARGH! WHY DID I SEE 
THIS MOVIE? 

Hackers , move over. Every week, 
Hollywood improves upon its last stinker. 
I knew it was bad from the random violins 
in the credits. Yeah, like you’ll watch it 
for the plot. I could probably tell you who 
the stalker is, and you would thank me for 
it. 

Two shots of Antonio Banderas’ butt (one 
where she bites it), and interminable 
sessions of Rebecca’s frontal parts during 
the most gratuitous sex scene I’ve ever 
seen (and I’ve seen a lot of teenage 
movies). But we never get to see Dennis 
Miller in the buff, and that’s what we’re 
all really waiting for... 

A new feature... Pantoufle surfs 
the net! 

I’ve decided to add a section to 
Pantouflicating, because the Quid could 
use some filler, and because I’m a huge 
geek. I’ve got three sites for you this week: 

http://www.filmzone.com/ 

A lovely site, offering previews of all sorts 
of films I’m sure to review in the coming 
weeks. You can download distorted sound 
clips and grainy, blocky video trailers. 
Great. That’s just what I need. 
Somewhere I can spend 15 minutes 
downloading 10 seconds of Nicole 
Kidman. 

http://www.suck.com 

People so bitter they make me look like 
Lara Speirs. Updated daily. 

http://www.quest.net/crime/crime. 

html 

An internet police investigation of a serial 
killer. I’m not making this up. I’m just 
curious as to why it’s there, and what good 
it’s doing them. 

Well, that’s it for this week. 




Valerie BoucterJBCL ffl 

Au momeni ou vous lisez ces lignes, vous avez 
probablematt drijii exercri votre droit de vote et vais 
ccnnaissez peut-dre mame drijil le rrisulrat du scrutin. 
ftu mimporte puisqu’efles riam pas pour bul dorienter 
vare vote, mais plutfit de vous feire iriflrichir sur notre 
dAnoaatieanaresystdnepotitique. 

Pomquri des hcmmes et des femmes ayant fail des 
Andes supririeures poussrics et pnomis h un avenir 
brillant dans les milieux universitaires, juridiques ou 
des aflaires choisissent-ils doeuvrerau sein du milieu le 
plus ingrat qui soil, le milieu politique ? 

Pounqud des gens intelligents et sensris se meoau-fls & 
profrirer autant de stupidiids et h se ocruredire h. tous les 
deux mots dds qu'on leuraade le titre de "pditidai" ? 

Pounqud la campagne irifrirendairc toume-t-dle auiour 
des erreurs de vocabulaire des politicals au lieu de 
presenter des arguments idfldchis et soutaius sur le 
fondduddbat? 

Pounqud engage-t-on de grands ddbais autour du 
libdld de la question et des mots utilises pour ddsigner 
le proja proposd (separation - inddpendanoe - 
souvenainetd) alas que oes dldments ne devraient avdr 
que peu dinfluence sur l'opinion quese font les rilec- 
teurs? 

Pounqud les mddias fcnt-ils du irifrirendum un 
cancans de popularitd entre leaders souvaairastes et 



fridAalistes alas que le vote ddt se feire sur un projet 
desoddtd? 

Pounqud chaquecamp nous pramet-il le paradis en 
oubliant de mentionner que son option brule de 
qudques flammes cfenfer ? 

Pounqud les memes Quribricois qui ont Au un 
gouvemement provincial souverainiste et ant envqyri h 
Ottawa une majcritri de ddputris souverainistes pour 
ddfendre leurs intrirets vaeronl-ils maintenant oantie 
le projet souvaainiste ? 



FhonnAetri dadmettre que la victoine cfun OUI pounait 
avoir des itipercussicns sur la situation rioonomique du 
Quriboc et des Quribricois ? 

Pounqud les fridriralistes se bament-ils & utilisa - les 
vieux arguments de peur et cfincertitude pour 
promouvoir leur option ? 

Pounqud lecampduOUI joue-t-il la oorde sensible des 
Quribricois en misant uniquemoU sur l'idontitd et la 
culture qudbdcdses distinctes pour jusdfier la 
souverainetri de notre peuple ? 



Rourqud ddpense-t-on autant de temps, d'argent et 
ddnergie k parler de constitution au moment ou nos 
gouvemements soigent h carper dans les 
programmes sodaux, oil les chdmeurs se comptent 
par milliers et ou fdoanamie dans son ensemble bat de 
l'aile? 

Pounqud nos leaders pditiques sau-ils incapables de 
s'oigager fcmndlement respecter le choix du peuple 
quribricois? 

Pounqud chaque camp nous inonde-t-il de 
speculations partisanes dans le sail but de gagner sa 
guene sans jamais essayer dc titer au dair l'riventuelle 
position d'un Quebec souverain ? 



Pounqud aucun camp ne nous presenie-t-il pas le 
pa>s quil nous propose de choisir ? 



Pounqud le Canada anglais menaoe-t-il d'etre notre pire 
amerrri si on chdsit de devenir un pa>s et promet-il de 
nous tendre la main, afin de travailler avec nous h la 
construction cfun nouveau Canada vaskn amriliarie 
au laodemain de la victoiredun NON ? 

Ranoe que ks pditidens prennent les Aecteurs pour des 
idiots et qu'ils ant peul-etre raison. 

Ranoe que la politique est un peu la betise humaine dans 
sa fame la plus rivdurie. 

Paroe que la pditique nest qu’une suite sans fin de 
contradictions. 

Ranoe que oe que les Quribricois veulent, e'est un 
Quebec souverain dans un Canada uni, comme l'a si 
bitn exprimri Yvcn Dcschamps. 



Pounqud les leaders souverainistes riont-ils pas 
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Sebastien Beaulieu, LLB I 

Dans le Jody Talk de la semaine demirine, 
vais pouvez lire la trouvaille qui va iriscudre tous les 
maux du systAne de finanoement des dudes post- 
seoondaires au Canada. Au panier {‘Option CASA! 
Pounqud secasse-t-an la trite alas que la sduiian se 
trouve chez les profs, au bout de leur stylo? 
Eflectivement, rien de plus simple pour une institution 
en situation ricaiomiquemeni pr&aire que de 
distribuer des "A" aux Audiants avec l'esporr quils s'on 
souviendraTt lc tenps venu de cantribuer k lure dc ses 
levies defends. 

Jai scng6 beetle option propos& la semaire 



demide et n'y trouve que deux aocrocs minarrs. 
Remidement,ilvay avoir und6calage^ la premide 
pArode <J instauration du systdne puisque qudques 
annAs devnont s'Aooula entre la iAodte de nos "A" et 
la moissen des dons... le temps de rembourscr 
qudques deties posonnelles. Pou importe, je suis 
oonvaincu que les gAideuses contributions finirunt 
bienparpleuvdr. Ledeuxidne hie e'est que l'inflatiai 
des notes naisgueae. Dfeudrasanscesserenarvda 
le bardne de correction afin de ccmbler Insatiable 
appAitAudiant pour des notes Aevges. Ma premide 
kMe c'Aait damibuer des:"AA" et "AAA". 
Malhcureusement, oes "A" cumulus sou des 
acranymcs d^j^ revcndiqutis par les insatiables de 
boissen el de chars bien arris. B puis, je me vois 



armcnoer h ma mrire que je &is partie des Audiants 
excmplaircs: les ”AA"! Nan, jai trouvri la solution qui 
nous plaira autant qu'aux profe soudeux de s'assurer 
une retraite bien grasse au sortir dune institution ou ks 
poiasses pleuvent (en souhaitant que ce serent encore 
des dollars canadiens et non des "Quribucks'D. Pair 
tous, ily aura les "AAAA"„ biencjuetabriguayeun 
POL 

Tlrivede ridicule. No6 souvatirs de la fecultri 
ne seront pros strictanait liris aux notes comme cn le 
laisse entendre enfeisanidupridre chantage pair 
revendiquer des notes plus Aevries. B puis, jai esprir 
quelerrisultatdu"mcmaandum'’neferapBsplarEr 
trap dombre sur notre grinrirositri. 






Alexandra Otis, Sports Coordinator 

Qacber 21st was a memorable day fix the law fknlty 
of McGill unhreraiy. Far the second year in a row we 
wan the Malpractice Cup against Med 
Cangraiulatxiis to all cf you who made that victory 
passible! For those who couldn't make it, we won 5-3 
orerall thanks to victories in women Flag-football, 
Tbg-cf-war, SoflbaH and Ultimate (they had to explain 
the rules to us and we stifl managed to beat ttem) We 
also won the pool tournament but didn’t win the boat 
iaoe_ between you and me Im not so sure that last rred 
girl finished her beer. It was a great day despite the 
afternoon rain and fire party was quite something. We 
made dose to $700 profits drat we gave to Crimraide. 
Again congratulations to you guys and see you next 
year fir another victory! 

Law Games 

At the time Im writing this artide, 150 students are to 
go to Law Games in January. At the end of this week 
my objective will probably be reached meaning that 
our faulty will sand dose to 200 happy lawgamers to 
Qu&ecGty. Stay tuned fir our next meeting where 
you will have to choose your roomates and the sports 



you win play. I sure hcpe you all paid your deposit 
and gave me your picture because if not you're in B IG 
trouble (and I mean it). 

Intramurals 

Malum in se, one of the two women's hockey teams, 
is doing very welL Our season is going even better 
than the Habs’! Even though we lost our first game 
4-1, we managed to win our last one an October 22nd 
1-0. We have a great goalie who saved our life more 
than once, a vay good team with a kx of spirit (even 
though we have problems to find a cheer!) and also 
two exoeflent coaches Teny and Mark. Malum in se 
will be playing October31st at 10:15. 

The Mowing is a brief summary by Janet Michdin: 
Faroe Maieure: Women’s Flagfonrhall. Our first 
game was against Unplugged. We had a grudge to 
settle from last year and we settled it 90. Overheard 
coming from the other team, 'It's like theyte not even 
real woman". Nqpe, It’s just that we’re better women. 
Our ned game was against Big Punts. They Med 
over our defense to score the first touchdown but than 
we got our act together. Lindsay Matthews scored 



cne touchdown but it wasn't enough. Big Punts soared 
a couple more, Arrowing a few elbows in our face in the 
meantime. We linpedtocur third game on Saturday 
morning. It was the battle cf the defences. Final 
scoe-OO. Luckily, our coaches still believe in us. 
Thanks to Kiri + Mike fix their time, energy and 
support (By the way, Farce Majeure won their first 
game of the playoffe Saturday the 21st against 
mededne, keep up the good woricguysiy 
Public Offenders: Women's Hockey. Losing 7-1 may 
not sound so great Bui ifycucmsider fee feet that our 
goalie is on exchange, that the opposing team was last 
year's intramural champion and that it was our first 
game cf the season, it’s ret too shabby. Jody 
MacDonald was awesome in her defcut as goalie. 
Melanie De Souza scored our only goal, assisted by 
Tania Tretiak. Susan Wdls played a great game at 
center, particularly when we had to do same heavy- 
duty peraltykilling. Our rookies Lindsay Matthews, 
Sara Rose and Wendy Woloshyn, added new life to 
the team and proved that you never faget how to skate, 
even if you learned an figure skates. Special thanks 
goes to Dave "Spicy D" Lisbona far his coaching 
excellence. 
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BUTTERWORTHS 



Student 



Your Survival Guides For First Year Law School 



Buttervvorths Student Companions give you a professionally 
prepared set of case notes for the core courses of criminal, 
contracts, torts, evidence, property and constitutional law. 

Each book collects the key cases and gives the facts, the 
decision and the principles in a language you can understand. 
They’re the edge you need to make the grade in first year. 

Available at your local Campus or Law school bookstore or 
order directly from Buttervvorths! 



TOLL-FREE ORDERING 
Call 1-800-668-6481 FAX 1-800-461-3275 
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Butterworths 



75 Clegg Road, Markham, Ontario L6G 1A1 
Tel: (905) 479-2665 S FAX (905) 479-2826 
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I have been a Coke drinker all of 
my life but when I went to the soft drink 
machine last week I couldn’t find Coke, 
only Pepsi®. The commercials show 
everyone having a grand old time 
drinking lots of Pepsi®, after all it is the 
choice of a new generation. Besides, 
being the caffeine addict that I am I had to 
cave in and so I bought a Pepsi®. I 
popped the top on the can and it emitted 
that satisfying psshht sound of all well 
carbonated beverages. The liquid was icy 
cold running down my throat, and the 
bubbles tickled my nose. There was just 
one thought running through my reptilian 
brain at that moment, “Hello taste?” It was 
only then that I remembered why I have 
been drinking Coke® all my life. When I 
go into a restaurant and ask for a Coke® I 
want a Coke®. The last time I asked for 
a Coke® and someone served me a 
Pepsi® I had to take 15 minutes out of my 
life to explain to them that all dark, 
syrupy, carbonated beverages are not 
equal. 

First they tell us that there is 
already enough free seating in the library, 
and now they say that we should drink 
Pepsi®. Why does God hate me? Much 
to my amazement the answer was to be 
found neither in the CCQ, nor in the case 
of BCN v. Houle (after all this is a civil 
law jurisdiction). Of all places, I found 
my answer in the McGill Tribune (that 
other newspaper where Pantoufle writes). 
Apparently the contract with Coke® was 
up for renewal this year and to insure a 
competitive offer SSMU asked Pepsi to 
bid. According to Jen Harding VP 
Internal Pepsi came to the meeting with 
“...promotional items, video displays and 
a bound proposal...” Gee if I knew that 
binding on a paper made that much of a 
difference I would bind all my blue books 
in Common Lav. Property, and then Jane 
Glenn would have given me an “A” 
instead of that “C+”. As regards the 
promotional items I have yet to receive 
any hat, T-shirt, sports bottle, free soda, or 
anything else. Essentially what it boils 
down to is that SSMU sold Coke® out for 
a slick ad campaign and a bunch of 



Frisbees. The Tribune article does 
mention that other factors played into the 
decision. Coke® only promised to hire 
10 students for the summer as opposed to 
38 for Pepsi®, Pepsi® said they would 
sponsor Frosh Welcome Week, and Jen 
Harding said that SSMU will save 1 
million dollars over 5 years (boy the 
number 1 million seems to have gotten 
really popular all of a sudden). On the 
other hand SSMU has been with Coke® 
for the last decade and I don’t remember 
hearing any complaints. I just find the 
numbers too good to be true. 

Apparently I’m not the only one 
because when the resolution came before 
SSMU Council Mitch Costom our Law 
rep said that the bottom line sounded 
good, but SSMU was asking Council to 
ratify the contract without giving them 
enough time to study the proposal. Good 
for you Mitch! Sometimes when 
something looks too good to be true that’s 
because it is too good to be true. When 
Marriott insisted they could provide 
better food for lower prices it sounded too 
good to be true, and where are they now? 
I have no idea where they are, but they 
aren’t at McGill. The bottom line rarely 
tells you the whole story. The bottom 
line in the McGill law library is that there 
are 200 open study seats. On the other 
hand, anyone who has tried to find a seat 
there in recent months knows that there 
is little study space available and what is 
available certainly isn’t open. 

Rather than taking the myopic 
view of the bottom line people would be 
much better off if they took all of the 
factors into consideration when coming 
to a decision. For example, the fact that 
SSMU has had a long term relationship 
with Coke® should count for something, 
even if they were more impressed with 
the Pepsi® proposal. At the very least 
Coke® should have been given a chance 
to match Pepsi®’s offer. As we have 
seen with the Marriott and Scott 
experiments it’s not really a bargain if 
the food sucks and the catering company 
has to keep raising prices in order to 
make money. 



Speaking about beverages... I read 
somewhere that there is no food or drink 
allowed in the computer labs. Why then 
did I see people chugging down free 
champagne in the new computer lab? I 
thought the hallmark of the rule of law is 
that it applied equally to all. It appears to 
me when they say that there is no food 
allowed in the computer lab they really 
mean no “cheap food.” Lets say that I had 
a smoked salmon sandwich on a crusty 
baguette with radicchio and shitake 
mushroom salad and a 1982 Napa 
Chardonnay. Does that mean that I 
should feel free to pig out while my friend 
is unable to eat her Bologna and Kraft® 
sandwich on Wonder Bread® with a bag 
of Humpty Dumpty® chips and an 
(uuugh) Pepsi®? If they say no drinking 
does that include coffee? When you get 
right down to it coffee is less a beverage 
than a way of life. 

Technically speaking there is a 
sign in every classroom that indicates that 
food and beverages are not permitted. 
However, this is one of the few regulations 
that The Faculty ignores and I commend 
them for doing so. Many students (myself 
included) and some professors cannot 
function before noon without coffee. 
Imagine struggling in at 8:00 for your tax 
lecture without the benefit of a hot 
caffeine solution. If you make it through 
the first 15 minutes before falling asleep 
you are an infinitely better person than I 
am. There are also students who have 
classes from morning until well in the 
afternoon without a break for lunch. It 
would in the very least uncomfortable for 
them to have to sit through both 
Administration of Property of Another as 
well as Real Estate Transactions without 
nourishment. In the extreme you could 
say it was cruel and unusual punishment. 
It would at least make an interesting basis 
for a Charter challenge. 

Eating in classrooms then is a 
privilege, not a right. Additionally, your 
mother does not live in law school so you 
need to clean up after yourself. Please 
don’t leave you leftover coffee cups half 

(Continued on page 1) 
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filled with coffee or the bottom wrappers 
from muffins, or paper plates from 
sandwiches. I more than anyone else 
realize the comfort that food can bring to 
one’s soul, especially a soul being tortured 
in tax at an early hour of the morning. On 
the other hand, I also recognize that food 



in the library and the computer room can 
lead to problems. A spilled drink can 
turn a keyboard into so much fused 
wiring. A P.B. & J. can play havoc with 
your disk drives. So remember that angel 
hair pasta with truffles and parmigiano- 
reggiano cheese belongs in your stomach, 
not on the keyboard. 



P*£l 

Jody Berkes is a third year law 
student who spends a good deal of time 
thinking about and making food. He has 
a recurring nightmare that his law school 
diploma occupies a prominent place 
above the fry cook station where he works 
at the McDonalds on Peel. His column 
appears weekly in the Quid Novi. 
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Veronique-Elisabeth Marquis BCLII 

Me revoilii. Je n’ai rien dcrit la semaine 
demibre pour cause de sauna. En effet, je 
n’ai jamais developpe de gout pour taper 
£ l’ordinateur et en meme temps me 
trouver dans un sauna. Or c’est ce 
qu’etait le labo d’informatique. Mais 
maintenant que j’ai un ordinateur & la 
maison, je n’aurai plus cette excuse. 

Alors, avez-vous suivi le referendum hier 
k la tele? Enfin, tout 5a est fmi...not! 
Evidemment, au moment ou j’ecris ceci, 
je ne sais pas ce qu’aura dtd Tissue du 
vote. Bien sur, tout 5a n’est pas aussi 
important que le proems d’O.J. Simpson 
pour la majoritd des dtudiants de la 
facultd, et peut-etre aussi moins 
important que le ddbut de saison du 
Canadien, mais il y a probablement une 
poignde d’dtudiants qui se sont ddvouds 
hier, histoire de se tenir au courant... 

Tout ceci est de Tironie pure. Je sais 
qu’il y a des gens & la faculty qui n’ont 
aucune idde de ce que reprdsentait le 
referendum pour certaines personnes 
dont ils partagent le quotidien. Je 
voudrais leur dire un secret: certains 
dtudiants de cette faculte avaient le coeur 
battant, hier soir. Ils ont eu de la peine. 
Je parie meme que certains ont pleufe de 
joie ou d’une douleur profonde. Comme 
Tdcrivait Flora Balzano, j’ai souvent eu 
mal, moi aussi, au pays. 

Au Qudbec, on a toujours eu mal au pays. 
On s’est traite, ou on s’est fait traiter. 



d’enfant gate, d’dpouse insatisfaite, de 
fils prodigue, de fiancee dconduite, de 
voisin recalcitrant, de toutes les 
metaphores des relations humaines; ce 
qui montre, jusqu’ii un certain point, 
combien le pays tire sa source des 
femmes et des hommes et de leur coeur 
et de leur ame. J’ai entendu souvent des 
gens reclamer un debat rationnel sur la 
souverainetd. Mais la vdrite, c’est que 
ce ddbat rationnel est une foutaise. On 
n’a jamais su & quoi on s’engageait en 
votant oui, ou non. II nous faut croire, 
un acte de foi envers Tun ou T autre 
camp. Dis-moi quel hymne te fait 
frissonner, je te dirai pour qui tu vas 
voter. C’est aussi simple et aussi 
tragique que cela. Et si ce n’est pas 
cela, ce sera la peur. Moi aussi, j’ai vote 
parce que j’avais peur. J’ai peur qu’il 
ne se passe rien dans cette plate 
politique qui est la notre. J’ai peur du 
confort et de Tindifference. J’ai peur de 
tous les politiciens, et surtout de Lucien 
Bouchard. Mais je prefere avoir peur 
que d ’avoir mal. J’ai vote oui. 

L’annde demidre, j’ai cosignd un article 
dans le Quid ou nous ecrivions qu’il n’y 
aurait jamais de debat & McGill, 
rationnel ou non, sur Tindependance. 
Nous avons eu raison. La faculte etait 
bien trop occupee par le proces d’O.J. 
pour se pencher sur Tavenir d’un peuple. 
Maintenant, c’est fini. Le Canada 
restera, avec ou sans le Quebec, le pays 
ou il fait bon vivre. Et aussi le plus plate 
au monde, avec le Lichtenstein et la 
Norvdge. 



Je ne jette la pierre h. personne au sujet de 
cette absence de debat. Les politiciens 
invites n’ont jamais feussi & enlever leur 
chapeau de politicien. Paul Begin ne 
s’est jamais rendu compte que nous 
etudiions le droit. Les autres, que je n’ai 
pas vu, ont fait de meme, j ’imagine. Et 
puis quel rapport entre un etalage de 
promesses et une tribune ou les etudiants 
auraient pu s ’exprimer vraiment? 

Cet ete, j’dtais en Suisse allemande avec 
une copine quand j’ai rencontre un 
Canadien de Vancouver. Nous avons 
passd trois jours ensemble, et nous avons 
dec ou vert que nous avions des tas de 
choses en commun. Nous partagions une 
culture immensement semblable. Mais 
en meme temps, nous 6tions differents. 
Et nous en dtions Tiers. Il m’a dit qu’il 
aimait tellement le Quebec qu’il pfeferait 
qu’on se sdpare si 9a nous permettait de 
conserver ces differences. Merci Adrian. 
Comme disait le po£te: “ Faut et’ chez 
soi pour dire welcome”. Viens manger 
de la poutine quand tu veux. 

La semaine prochaine, je promets un 
sujet moins sdrieux, comme pourquoi les 
ascenseurs de la faculfe vont moins vite 
que de marcher dans les escaliers, ou 
pourquoi il y a un tutorial de JICP si je 
ne peux pas le prendre parce qu’il est en 
conflit avec un de mes cours . J’aurais 
envie de dire: si je ne peux en avoir, 
personne n’en aura! Rdflexe d’enfant 
gatde ou sens de la justice? 



QuU Nov*- 






McGill University 
Faculty of Law 
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"The Idea of Public Reason" 
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New Chancellor Day Hall, Moot Court, 
3644 Peel Street 

Yin d’honneur to follow 



All students are welcome and seats will be available in the Moot Court 
on a "first-come first-serve" basis. Closed-circuit viewing will be 
provided for overflow audience in Rooms 101 & 102. 



